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Please Pray

Announcements

# Bible distribution at the start of the school year: We will go out to
preach the gospel and distribute Bibles at McGill, Concordia and
University of Montréal on August 25, 26, 27, and on September 1,
2, 3, 8 and 9. The sign-up form has been sent out. May we
cooperate with the Lord and sanctify some days to go out. May the
Lord go before us and prepare the hearts of men. May the ones
prepared by the Lord be brought to the saints. May we be channels
of life to dispense life to all those in need. May we gain some useful
materials for the Lord’s building.

« Bearing fruit for His testimony in Montréal: “As branches we must
bear fruit. If anyone has not borne fruit for several years, | am very
concerned for him. There is the danger that such a one may be cut
off from the life supply. We must endeavor and be desperate. We
must say, "Lord, | am one of Your branches. Why do | not bear fruit?
| must bear some. | cannot go on like this anymore. Lord, have
mercy on me that by Your grace | may bear at least one fruit." If we
will bear even one fruit, the life supply will flood in. The life-juice will
stream in, and we will bear more fruit. To bear the first fruit is a
breakthrough. We must have such a breakthrough. We need to go
to the Lord to have a thorough dealing with Him.” (CWWL, 1973-
1974, Vol. 2, Chap. 3) — May the prayer in this ministry excerpt be
our prayer. May we all endeavor to be normal fruit bearing branches
and be desperate before the Lord to bear at least one fruit a year.
May we go to the Lord to have a thorough dealing with Him.

Short-term shepherding trips and migrations to French-speaking
Europe: Please pray: (1) That the Lord will raise up lampstands in
Rouen, Versailles, Esch-sur-Alzette (Luxembourg), Geneva
(Switzerland), Marseille, Caen, Nantes, and Montpellier. (2) That
the Lord will increase the team of full-time serving ones in Paris to
take care of the Lord’s needs throughout French-speaking Europe.
(3) Please pray for the release of long-stay visas for these saints.
(4) That many students, families, and mature saints will migrate to
France within the next several years for the Lord’s interest.

# Prayforvarious local needs in Montréal: The saints, their contacts,
and for the persons in need of care and shepherding.

Weekly Readings

& Holy Bible Recovery Version with footnotes: S.S. 4:9 — Isa. 1:31.
& HWMR: Crucial Aspects of Matthew 5 through 7, Week 5.
& Life-Study of Philippians, Messages 40 and 41.

& This year's International Thanksgiving Blending Conference will be held
from Thursday, November 26, through Lord’s Day, November 29, 2026, at
the Gaylord Rockies Resort and Convention Center, Colorado Ballroom,
6700 N. Gaylord Rockies Blvd., Aurora, CO 80019, and will be open to the
public. There will be translation into Chinese, Korean, Spanish, and
Portuguese. Live and archived messages will be available at
Ismwebcast.com, and free for a period of 30 days after the conference.

& Please consider your needs carefully before the Lord and email your prayer
requests to Allan Yeow, allan.yeow81@gmail.com, by Wednesday evening
of every week. May the Lord teach us how to pray for the advancement of
His Economy.

Upcoming Events

& September 24-26, Amsterdam, NL: September International Training for
Elders and Responsible Ones.

# November 26-29, Denver, CO: International Thanksgiving Blending
Conference.

This Week’s Activities

Sun-Aug-16

LORD’S DAY ¢ 10:00am-12:30pm: Lord’s Table and prophesying meetings.

Mon-Aug-17 |+

¢ 7:30pm-9:00pm: English, French, and Chinese prayer meetings by

Tues-Aug-18 | terence call.

Wed-Aug-19 |+

Thur-Aug-20 |

¢ 6:30pm-9:00pm: English, French, and Chinese Districts home

Fri-Aug-21 meetings in person and on Zoom.

Sat-Aug-22 |+

Sun-Aug-23 , . )
LORD'S DAY ¢ 10:00am-12:30pm: Lord’s Table and prophesying meetings.
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27. SEEKING GOD’S WILL

Scripture reading: John 7:17; Matt. 10:29-31; 18:15-20; Rom. 8:14; Psa.
119:105; 1 John 2:27

Seeking God’s will
Il. How to know God's will (cont’d)

C. The teachings of the Scripture

God’s will is not only revealed through the environment and made known
through the indwelling Spirit; it is also revealed to us through the Bible.

God’s will never changes. His will is revealed through the various

experiences of men of the past, and all these things were recorded in the Bible.

God’s will is revealed in the form of principles and examples in the Bible. To
know God's will, one must study the Bible carefully. The Bible is not a book of
simple records, but a book rich in content. God's will is fully unveiled through
the Scripture. One needs only to find what God has said in the past, and he
will know what God’s will is today. God's will never wavers. In Christ there is
only one yes (2 Cor. 1:19). God’s will for us never contradicts the teachings
of the Bible. The Holy Spirit will never lead us to do something today that He
has already condemned in the Bible.

God'’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path (Psa. 119:105). If
we want to understand God’s will and His leading for us, we must study the
Bible carefully and seriously.

God speaks to us through the Bible in two ways: One is through the
teaching of biblical principles, and the other is through the promises in the
Bible. We need the Spirit’s enlightenment to understand biblical principles,
and we need the Spirit’s leading to receive biblical promises. For example, the
Spirit may speak to us through the Lord’s commandment in Matthew 28:19-
20 that all Christians should preach the gospel. This teaching is a biblical
principle. However, whether or not it is God’s will for you to go to a certain
place to preach the gospel depends on the leading of the Spirit. You still have
to pray much and ask God for a specific word. When the Holy Spirit puts a
certain phrase or verse within you in a powerful, fresh, and living way, you
have a promise from the Spirit. This is how you identify God’s will.

Some believers use superstitious ways to seek God’s will. They open the
Bible before them and pray, “0 God, please move my finger to the verse which
reveals Your will.” After they pray with their eyes closed, they open their Bible
and point their finger to any passage. Then they open their eyes and take the
verse before them as God's will. Some childish believers try to know God this
way. Because they are desperate, God will sometimes accommodate their
ignorance and show them the way. However, this is definitely not the proper
way. It will not work with most people, and it will not work most of the time. It
is dangerous, and there is a great possibility for mistakes with this way.
Brothers and sisters, please remember that we have the divine life and that
God’s Spirit is dwelling in us. We should ask God to reveal His word to us
through the Holy Spirit. We should study the Bible conscientiously and
consistently and memorize the Scripture well. When needs arise, the Holy
Spirit will use the passages we have read to speak to us and to guide us.

Let us now combine the three things spoken of above. There is no fixed
order for these three things. Sometimes, the arrangement of the environment
comes first, followed by the leading of the Spirit and the teachings of the Bible.
Sometimes, the Spirit's leading and the teachings of the Bible come first, and
afterward, the confirmation in the environment. The environment is related
especially to God's timing. In seeking after God’s will, Brother George Miiller
always asked three questions: (1) Is it God's work? (2) Am | the person to do
this work? (3) Is this God's time for such a work to be done? The first and
second questions can be resolved by the teaching of the Bible and the leading
of the Spirit. The third question is settled by provisions in the environment.

If we want to be sure that our inward feeling is the leading of the Spirit, we
should also ask two questions: (1) Does this leading match the teaching of
the Bible? (2) Does the environment confirm this leading? If such a leading
does not match the teaching of the Bible, it cannot be God's will. If the
environment does not give any confirmation, we should wait. Our feeling may
be wrong, or it may not be the Lord’s timing.

In seeking God’s will, we should cultivate a healthy fear of making mistakes.
We should not be subjective. We can ask God to block the ways that are not
according to His will.

Suppose someone has invited you to work, and you have the intention to
do a certain thing, or someone has advised you to reconsider your future, etc.
How can you know whether these things are according to God’s will? First,
you should look at the teaching of the Bible. You should find out what God has
actually said about such matters in His Word. After this, you should check
with your inner feeling. The Bible may teach this, but do you feel right within?
If your inward feeling is different from the testimony of the Bible, it proves
that your inward feeling is not reliable. You should continue to wait and seek
the Lord. If your inward leading agrees with the testimony of the Bible, you
should lift up your head and say, “O Lord, You have always revealed Your will
through the environment. It is impossible for my inward feeling and the
teaching of the Bible to both point to one direction, and yet have the
environment point to a contrary direction. Lord! Please work in the
environment and line it up with the Scripture’s teaching and the Spirit’s
leading." You will see that God always reveals His will through the
environment. Not one sparrow will fall to the earth if it is not God’s will. If it is
God’s will, what you see outwardly will surely line up with what you see
inwardly and what you see from the Bible. If your inward sense, the teaching
of the Bible, and the environment are all clear, then God's will for you will also
be clear.

Note: This content is extracted from CWWN, Vol. 49, Messages for Building Up New Believers (2),
Chapter 27, SEEKING GOD'S WILL, by Watchman Nee, published by Living Stream Ministry,
available at http://www.ministrybooks.org.
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