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Please Pray

Announcements (cont'd)

« Eastern Canada Victoria Day Conference in Montréal (May 16-17):
May the Lord head up all the fellowship and services. We are expecting
to receive more than 200 saints from out of town. May the Lord expand
our capacity to receive all the out of town saints who need hospitality.
May this be a wonderful time of blending in the Body. May the Lord
release His up-to-date speaking and what is on His heart.

& Grade Six Conference in Kitchener, ON, May 8-9: Pray for the gospel
to be preached in a strong way to our 6th graders, that the Lord would
touch their hearts concerning their salvation.

# The Direction of the Church in Montréal: The brothers feel that the
way to move forward in Montréal this year is through the strengthening
and building up of the home meetings (group meetings). The strength
and vitality of the home meetings will depend on the vital groups and
the mutual care in the home meetings. The home meetings need to
have many vital groups in order to be vital, living, and active. May the
Lord burden us to form vital groups with our companions (in twos and
threes). May all the vital groups be living and active so that we can
bring vitality to our home meetings. May the home meetings be full of
the divine love and mutual care.

# Distributions and gospel outreach in Brussels, Namur, and Leuven
in Belgium (May 15-25): There will be distributions in Brussels,
Louvain, and Namur with the saints in Brussels and the trainees from
Varsovie (Warsaw), from May 15 to 25. May the Lord go before us to
prepare the hearts of men. May many be willing to have more
fellowship with the saints. May the saints be strengthened for this time.
May the adequate follow-up and shepherding be released for the
seeking ones. May many become remaining fruit for His testimony in
Belgium.

& Pray for various local needs in Montréal: The saints, their contacts,
and for the persons in need of care and shepherding.

Weekly Readings

& The June/July Semi-Annual Training will take place from Monday, June 29
(4pm), to Saturday July 4 (9:30pm), at the Ministry Conference Center,
Living Stream Ministry Campus, 2431 W. La Palma Avenue, Anaheim, CA
92801. Registration is required and the deadline is Thursday, May 1, 2026.
The registration fee is CAD$290 for the live training (in person), and
CAD$185 for the online/video training. Please contact your respective
district’s serving brother to register and to get more information.

# Please consider your needs carefully before the Lord and email your prayer
requests to Allan Yeow, allan.yeow81@gmail.com, by Wednesday evening
of every week. May the Lord teach us how to pray for the advancement of
His Economy.

Upcoming Events

& May 8-9, Kitchener, ON: Grade 6 Conference.

& May 16-17, Montréal: Eastern Canada Victoria Day Conference.

& May22-25, Dallas, TX: International Memorial Day Blending Conference.
& June 29—July 4, Anaheim, CA: June Semi-Annual Training.

& September 24-26, Amsterdam, NL: September International Training for
Elders and Responsible Ones.

This Week’s Activities

# Holy Bible Recovery Version with footnotes: Gal. 5:22 — Eph. 1:10.
# HWMR: Experiencing, Enjoying, and Expressing Christ (3), Vol. 05, Week 26.
# Life-Study of Philippians, Messages 10 and 11.

Announcements

# The 2026 International Memorial Day Blending Conference will be held in
Dallas, TX, from May 22-25. Please contact the responsible brothers to
get information about attending the conference. Details to join the
conference online will be shared just before the conference starts.

Sun-May-03

LORD'S DAY ¢ 10:00am-12:30pm: Lord’s Table and prophesying meetings.

Mon-May-04 |+

¢ 7:30pm-9:00pm: English, French, and Chinese prayer meetings by

Tues-May-05
conference calls.

Wed-May-06 |¢

Thur-May-07 |+

¢ 6:30pm-9:00pm: English, French, and Chinese Districts home
meetings in person and on Zoom.
¢+ Grade 6 Conference, Kitchener, ON.

Fri-May-08

Sat-May-09 |+ Grade 6 Conference, Kitchener, ON.

Sun-May-10

LORD’S DAY ¢ 10:00am-12:30pm: Lord’s Table and prophesying meetings.
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24, BELIEVERS’ REACTIONS

Scripture reading: Matt. 5:38-48

Believers’ reactions

More than half of our life is spent in reactions. When we feel happy about
what others are saying, we are reacting. When we feel angry about what
others are saying, we are reacting as well. Whether we feel good or bad about
a certain thing, we are reacting. We react when we are agitated, and we react
when we resent mistreatment. When others accuse us unjustly, we try to
defend ourselves. This is one reaction. When others persecute us, we try to
endure it. This is another reaction. When we analyze human living carefully,
we find that we live in our reactions more than half the time.

. Christian reactions being different from those of
unbelievers

As Christians we also react. However, believers have one kind of reaction,
while unbelievers have another kind of reaction. We can know a person by the
way he reacts. No Christian should ever react as a unbeliever, and no
unbeliever can react as a Christian. If you want to know a person, just observe
the way he reacts.

Believers should have their own way of reacting. The Lord has commanded
us to react according to specific ways. The Lord does not want us to react in
any way we want. The Christian life is made up of a series of reactions. You
are a good Christian if you react properly, and you are a poor Christian if you
react improperly.

We have believed in the Lord and we are now Christians. When we
encounter events, trials, persecution, opposition, or are challenged by any
situation, we should know the Lord’s commandment concerning how to react.
A Christian should be disciplined by God not only in his walk but also in his
reactions. All our reactions should be strictly directed by the Lord and
governed by His discipline. We should react only as God has directed us. This
is the kind of life that the Lord has given us.

II. The Lord’s teaching on the mount

Let us read Matthew 5:38-48. This section of the Word deals with
reactions. “You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye, and a tooth
foratooth™ (v. 38). “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” means that if
anyone hurts my eye, | will also hurt his eye. If anyone breaks my tooth, | will
also break his tooth. | will do to others as they have done to me. This is one
kind of reaction. Men in the Old Testament age reacted this way under the
law.

However, the Lord said, “But I tell you not to resist him who is evil” (v. 39).
The Lord said that our reaction should be different. We should be different in
the way we react. We should not resist those who are evil. Then the Lord spoke
of three more things. These three things have become the most famous words
in the Bible. Many people are familiar with these words. “Whoever slaps you
on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. And to him who wishes to sue
you and take your tunic, yield to him your cloak also; and whoever compels

you to go one mile, go with him two” (vv. 39-41). Do you realize that the left
cheek, the cloak, and the second mile are all Christian reactions? The right
cheek, the tunic, and the first mile are man’s demand. Man’s demand is the
right cheek, but our reaction is to give the left cheek as well. Man’s demand
is the tunic, but our reaction is an additional cloak. Man’s demand is one mile,
but the Christian reaction is two miles. The whole of Matthew 5 reminds us of
one thing — our reactions have to be different. The Christian life is expressed
through a totally different set of reactions.

I would like to show you what Christian reactions are. It is wrong to go on
living as a Christian for eight to ten years without knowing what Christian
reactions are. A person should know what reactions are demanded by the
Lord from the first days of his Christian life. We can never be proper Christians
if our reactions are not proper. If our reactions are not proper, we are not
acting according to God’s nature or life within us, and we are not meeting
God’s standard. We must react in a Christian way in our living. It is wrong for
us to claim to be Christians yet react the same as worldly people.

“To him who asks of you, give; and from him who wants to borrow from you,
do not turn away” (v. 42). These are reactions. When others ask of you, you
should give to them. When others want to borrow from you, you should not
reject them. You cannot refuse anyone unless you do not have the means
yourself.

“You have heard that it was said, "You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy’” (v. 43). This is how men under the law react. If one is a neighbor,
they react with love. If one is an enemy, they react with hate.

“But | say to you, Love your enemies” (v. 44). The Christian reaction is
different. Even if a person is your enemy, you still need to love him. “And pray
for those who persecute you.” They may persecute you, but your reaction
must be to pray for them.

“So that you may become sons of your Father who is in the heavens,
because He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on
the just and the unjust” (v. 45). This is God’s reaction. God sends rain on the
just as well as on the unjust. The sun shines on the good ones and on the evil
ones. God does not react in an evil way toward men.

Following this it says, “For if you love those who love you, what reward do
you have?” (v. 46). If others love you, your natural reaction is to love them.
But what reward do you receive? “Do not even the tax collectors do the same?”
If this is all that a Christian can do, he is the same as the tax collectors. Such
areaction is too cheap and easy.

“If you greet only your brothers, what better thing are you doing?” (v. 47).
If someone is your brother, you greet him. If he is not your brother, you do not
greet him. Or you may greet a person when you have nothing against him but
turn away from him when there is something against him. If you do this, how
are you different from the Gentiles? Such conduct is too low.

“You therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (v. 48).
This means that we should react as God reacts.

Note: This content is extracted from CWWN, Vol. 49, Messages for Building Up New
Believers (2), Chapter 24, BELIEVERS’ REACTIONS, by Watchman Nee, published by
Living Stream Ministry, available at http://www.ministrybooks.org.
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