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Please Pray 

 Prayer for Increase and Shepherding: During the past two years the 
Church in Montréal did not realize any increase in attendance. We may have 
gained some but lost some. May we all be burdened to pray that we abide 
in the living Christ as the vine and we be branches to bear remaining fruit. 
Also, may the Lord increase our burden for prayers in the church prayer 
meetings for the increase and multiplication through more gospel 
preaching as well as more shepherding of one another. 

 Local French-Speaking Students’ Conference (Feb. 16-17): May all the 
services and preparations of this conference be covered by the Lord; may 
the speaking brothers be one with the Lord in His burden and be covered by 
Him; may the Lord release what is on His heart to the French-speaking 
students in this time; may the students be prepared and ready to receive a 
fresh speaking from the Lord. 

 FTTA Gospel Trips (Jan. 22 to Feb. 5): From Jan. 22 to Feb. 5, 36 gospel 
teams composed of 233 FTTA trainees and former trainees will go out to 23 
countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, United States, and Canada to join with 
local saints for the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom. Please pray that: 
(1) The Lord will blend and build all the saints involved so that He will have 
the free way to fully bless these trips. (2) The sanctifying Spirit will go before 
the saints to prepare the hearts of those the Lord has chosen. (3) The 
preaching of the gospel of the kingdom will be prevailing and reach all those 
the lord desires to save. (4) Remaining fruit will be borne in each place 
visited, and the Lord will add to the churches as His testimony. (5) The Lord 
will fully cover the travel, safety, security, and health of all those involved. 
(6) The Lord will bind all the activity of the enemy to frustrate these gospel 
trips. 

 2024 Summer Olympics Games in Paris: We encourage all the saints to 
open to the Lord regarding this next milestone in the Lord’s move in Europe, 
and we would like to invite the saints in the Lord’s recovery to join us in this 
labour next year by praying, giving, and going. Please pray for the following: 
(1) For the gospel of the kingdom to be preached all over France in 2024; 
(2) For Satan to be bound and for his kingdom to suffer loss; (3) That the 
gates of the New Jerusalem will be open in every direction in France-north, 
south, east, and west (Rev. 21:13); (4) For the French people to repent and 
to receive forgiveness of sins; (5) That during the Torch Relay, Christ’s 
triumphal procession will move from city to city all over France (2 Cor. 2:14-
15); (6) That we would be able to distribute Bibles freely in every city that 
we go to and that it would be carried out righteously before God and before 
men; (7) For the church to be raised up in at least ten key cities. 

 Pray for various local needs in Montréal: The saints, their contacts, and 
for the persons in need of care and shepherding. 

Weekly Readings 

 Holy Bible Recovery Version with footnotes: Matt 13:13 – 15:20. 

 HWMR: An Overview of the Central Burden and Present Truth of the Lord’s 
Recovery before His Appearing, Volume 1, Week 2. 

 Life-Study of John, Messages 37 and 38. 

Announcements 
 There will be a fellowship and information session on the Lord’s Day, 

January 28 for all saints considering to join the gospel trip to the 2024 
Summer Olympics Games in Paris, France. Please bring your food during 
the love feast and join us in Room 1. 

 There will be a local French-Speaking Young People and College Students 
Conference in Montréal on February 16-17 in our Meeting Hall. Please 
register using the online form that will be provided by the Young People 
serving ones. 

 2024 Summer Olympics Games in Paris, France: We believe that this is a 
wonderful opportunity prepared by the Lord as the Lord of the harvest. We 
encourage all the saints to open to the Lord regarding this next milestone 
in the Lord’s move in Europe, and we would like to invite the saints in the 
Lord’s recovery to join us in this labour next year. Please contact brother 
Allan Yeow for more information and for the link to the form to express your 
interest. May we join the Lord in this move by praying, giving, and going. 

 Please consider your needs carefully before the Lord and email your prayer 
requests to Allan Yeow, allan.yeow81@gmail.com, no later than 
Wednesday evening of every week. Please also note that due to the limited 
space in the newsletter, we may not be able to publish all prayer burdens 
sent to us. May the Lord teach us how to pray for the advancement of His 
Economy. 

Upcoming Events 
 Jan. 28, Salle 1: Fellowship and Information Session concerning the 

2024 Summer Olympics Games in Paris, France. 
 Feb. 10-11, 2024, Taipei, Taiwan: The 2024 International Chinese-

Speaking Blending Conference. 
 Feb. 16-17, Montréal: French-Speaking Young People and College 

Students’ Conference. 
Please refer to the church’s website where more events are listed. 

This Week’s Activities 

Sun-Jan-28 
LORD’S DAY ⬧ 10am-12pm: Lord’s Table and prophesying meetings. 

Mon-Jan-29 ⬧  

Tues-Jan-30 
⬧ 7:30pm-9pm: English, French and Chinese Districts prayer 

meetings by conference calls. 

Wed-Jan-31 ⬧  

Thur-Feb-01 ⬧  

Fri- Feb-02 
⬧ 6:30pm-9pm: English, French and Chinese Districts home 

meetings in person and on Zoom. 

Sat- Feb-03 ⬧  

Sun- Feb-04 
LORD’S DAY ⬧ 10am-12pm: Lord’s Table and prophesying meetings. 
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FRIENDS 

Scripture Reading: James 4:4; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; Psa. 1; 1 Cor. 15:33 

III. God’s command being for us to terminate 
our worldly friendship (cont’d) 

C. Evil companionships corrupting good morals 

First Corinthians 15:33 says, “Do not be deceived: Evil companionships 
corrupt good morals.” Having evil companionships means to have improper 
friends. It is better to translate “evil companionships” as “improper 
fellowship” or “improper communication.” The result of such evil 
companionship is the corruption of good morals. Corrupt means “decay,” 
as the decay of wood by worms. Evil companionship decays good morals. 

The expression good morals in a milder sense can be rendered “good 
manners.” Good morals is a stronger expression. The original meaning of 
the word lies somewhere between these two words. The word moral is too 
strong, while the word manner is too light. It is probably somewhere in 
between. I think it is better to translate the word as “appearance.” This is 
milder than the word moral but stronger than the word manner. We can say 
that improper communication corrupts good appearance. You may be very 
godly before God, but after you meet an unbeliever who jokes, you begin to 
laugh. There are some jokes we should not laugh at. But many times we 
feel that we do not need to be so stifled when we are among them; we feel 
that if we loosen up a little, they will welcome us more. But this is improper 
communication, and it corrupts good appearance. 

Improper communication and good appearance are opposites. One is good, 
while the other is bad. The bad will corrupt the good. We must avoid this 
corruption. Since the Lord’s life is within us, we should spend time to 
cultivate good habits and learn to be restricted in the Lord. We must learn 
day by day to be godly, careful, regimented, and restricted persons. 

Please remember that one contact with unbelievers and one improper 
communication with them will waste much time. This is a great loss. Each 
time you communicate with unbelievers, you may need three or five days 
before you will be recovered to your proper standing, because unbelievers 
can affect your appearance, habits, and moral conduct before men. This is 
surely not profitable. 

D. Neither walking, standing, nor sitting 

Psalm 1:1-2 says, “Blessed is the man / Who does not walk / In the counsel 
of the wicked, / Nor stand on the path of sinners, / Nor sit in the company 
of mockers. / Rather his delight is in the law of Jehovah, / And in His law he 
meditates by day and by night.” 

Unbelievers have much counsel to offer. It is most pitiful for God’s children 
to seek counsel from unbelievers when they have problems. Many children 
of God ask unbelievers what they should do when they encounter problems. 

Even when they give you counsel, you cannot do what they counsel you to 
do. I have many unbelieving friends who offer me advice concerning many 
things even though I have not asked for it. If you listen to them, you will 
realize that all their thoughts concern how they may profit themselves. 
They do not ask whether a matter is right or wrong or whether it is God’s 
will. They have only one motive—personal profit. Can we do something that 
is purely for our own profit? Some of their counsel not only is for their own 
profit but even causes loss to others. Some profit does not come at the 
expense of others, and some does. How can a believer walk in the counsel 
of an unbeliever? 

If you become too intimate with an unbeliever, it will be hard for you to turn 
his counsel down. As a result, you will be carried away. If you seek counsel 
from five friends together, it will be hard to reject their suggestion and say 
no to them, because they are your friends. They have a unified, a 
unanimous, proposal, and it is good for you. If you talk with them, it means 
that you are seeking counsel from them. But their advice only comes from 
their mind. You should not follow this advice. 

Moreover, there are many places where you cannot go. Sinners have their 
own path and their own places. They do not come to church if they want to 
gamble. They have their own places and their own path. Today, if you 
communicate with unbelievers, you are taking their path even if you say 
you are not one of them. This is hard. An unbeliever may want to go to a 
place that you should not go to. Even if you say that you will not go inside, 
you are still on the same path. Although you may say good-by and part with 
them at the door, you have already gone the same way. “Blessed is the man 
/ Who does not walk / In the counsel of the wicked, / Nor stand on the path 
of sinners.” God does not want us to be in their places, and He does not 
want us to even stand on their path. God wants us to be fully separated 
from them. We cannot befriend them. Once we befriend them, we will stand 
on their path or at least touch their places. 

“Nor sit in the company of mockers.” Almost all unbelievers are mockers. 
I have seldom found a brother whose friends did not joke with him or make 
fun of the Lord’s name. I met many unbelievers during the first few years 
of my Christian life who joked about the Lord’s name whenever I saw them. 
They blasphemed the name of the Lord. If you sit among unbelievers, they 
will ridicule you, and the Lord’s name will be blasphemed. They may not 
mention the Lord’s name before you join them; they may not have the 
intention to blaspheme the Lord’s name. But your presence gives them the 
opportunity to talk about Jesus and Christianity. They will carry on with 
their jokes. If you do not want to sit in the company of mockers or listen to 
their mocking, you must not communicate or fellowship with them or 
befriend them in any way. 

Note: This content is extracted from CWWN, Vol. 49, Messages for Building Up 
New Believers (2), Chapter 34, FRIENDS, by Watchman Nee, published by 
Living Stream Ministry, available at http://www.ministrybooks.org. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

