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Please Pray

Announcements (cont’d)

# Following the recent Eastern Canada College Conference in
Montréal: Let us pray for a strong response from our college-age
and community saints who heard the messages that now is the
time to rise up and build. May the messages they heard speak
within and continue to work in them, that they would consecrate
themselves wholly for God’s building.

# Montréal French Campuses: (1) Praise the Lord for opening the
way for a Bible study every Thursday night at HEC Montréal this
semester. May the Lord preserve and add to this Bible study for His
purpose on this campus. (2) May the Lord brood over all the French
campuses in Montréal to cause a hunger for Him and the truth.
May we have a burden to cooperate with the Lord to go to the
French campuses to reap the harvest and gather the materials for
His building.

& Migration of burdened saints to six designated European cities
and strengthening of new lampstands: (1) Please pray for the
migration of burdened saints to six designated European cities:
Barcelona, Brussels, Dublin, Lisbon, Rome, and Zurich. (2) Pray
also for the strengthening of the new lampstand in Lisbon and the
recovered lampstand in Zurich.

# Spring University Conference in De Hoof, Someren, The
Netherlands (March 17-19): The subject will be “Living for the
Fulfillment of God's Eternal Purpose.” (1) Please pray that the Lord
will release 400 open and consecrated vessels to register this
week. (2) Pray that the Lord will gain a group of people in Europe
who know and live for the fulfillment of His eternal purpose.

# Pray for various local needs in Montréal: The saints, their
contacts, and for the persons in need of care and shepherding.

Weekly Readings

# LivingtoHim YouTube channel is releasing a series of four talks by
Brother Minoru Chen on the matter of getting into the Life-Studies.
The subsequent talks will be released weekly on Mondays. You can
subscribe to the LivingtoHim YouTube channel to receive updates.
All four outlines of this series can be downloaded by clicking here.

# Please consider your needs carefully before the Lord and email
your prayer requests to Allan Yeow, allan.yeow81@gmail.com
before Wednesday evening of every week. Please note that due to
the limited space in the newsletter, we may not be able to publish
all prayer burdens that are sent to us. May the Lord teach us how
to pray for the advancement of His Economy.

Upcoming Events

# March 10-12, 2023, Kingston, NY: Northeast Spanish-Speaking
Conference.

# March 24-26, 2023, Anaheim, CA: International Training for
Elders and Responsible Ones.

# May 26-29, International Memorial Day Conference, Chicago, IL.

Please refer to the church’s website where more events are listed.

# Holy Bible Recovery Version with footnotes: Jer 52:1 — Lam 5:22
& HWMR, Crystallization-Study of 1 and 2 Kings, Vol. 2, Week 12.
# Life-Study of Matthew, Messages 15 and 16.

Announcements

This Week's Activities

Sun-Mar-05 , . .

LORD’S DAY ¢ 10am-12pm: Lord’s Table and prophesying meetings.

Mon-Mar-06 |+

Tues-Mar-07 ¢ 7:30pm-9pm: English, French and Chinese Districts
prayer meetings by conference calls.

Wed-Mar-08 |+

Thurs-Mar-09

>

# This year's International Memorial Day Blending Conference will
be held in Chicago, IL, from Friday, May 26 to Monday, May 29,
2023. All meetings will be held at the Chicago Marriott Downtown
Hotel. There is a special discount group hotel rate available until
Friday May 5. Please see the details on the bulletin board.

¢ 6:30pm-9pm: English, French and Chinese Districts

Fri-Mar-10 home meetings in person and on Zoom.

Sat-Mar-11 .

Sun-Mar-12 ) . .
LORD'S DAY + 10am-12pm: Lord’s Table and prophesying meetings.
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MARRIAGE

[Il. THE QUESTION OF VIRGINITY
B. The Type of Person Who Can Keep His Virginity (cont’d)

Paul shows us the three basic conditions for keeping one’s virginity:
They are (1) having no compulsion, (2) standing firm in one’s heart,
and (3) not creating problems in one’s environment. Only when one
meets all three conditions can he keep his virginity.

C. Virginity Being Related to the Kingdom
of the Heavens and to Rapture

Those who keep their virginity have much to gain before the Lord.
Matthew 19 clearly shows that it is easier for a virgin to enter the
kingdom of the heavens. We have to acknowledge that “there are
eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs because of the kingdom of
the heavens.” Matthew 19 clearly speaks of the relationship between
virginity and the kingdom of the heavens. We dare not say specifically
what relationship there is between virginity and the kingdom of the
heavens. However, we can say that keeping one’s virginity definitely
has its advantage in entering the kingdom of the heavens. The Lord
tells us here that there are some who made themselves eunuchs, who
keep their virginity for the sake of the kingdom of the heavens.

This is not all. Revelation 14 shows us that the firstfruits (the hundred
and forty-four thousand) are virgins. They follow the Lamb wherever
He may go. These hundred and forty-four thousand are the early
raptured ones. Virginity definitely has something to do with rapture.
We will find one day that virgins have a clear advantage in entering
the kingdom of the heavens and in being raptured. What about today?
Paul said that keeping one’s virginity indeed reduces afflictions and
enables a person to serve God well.

We can only present these facts to the brothers and sisters. Only
those who do not have a compulsion for sex, who are firm in their
heart, and who find adequate provisions in their environment can
keep their virginity. We are presenting this matter in an objective and
biblical way before the brothers and sisters. Everyone should make
his or her own choice before the Lord.

IV. MARRIAGE PARTNERS

Concerning the matter of marriage, God has laid down definite
guidelines on whom one can marry and whom one cannot marry. The
Bible shows us clearly that the marriages of God's people should be
restricted to those among themselves only. In other words, if one is to
be married, his spouse must be sought from among God’s own people,
not from other people.

A. The Old Testament Commandments

There are sufficient commandments in the Old Testament to show us
that we should not marry anyone outside of God’s people.

Deuteronomy 7:3-4 says that the Israelites should not marry the
Canaanites. They should neither give their daughters to the
Canaanites’ sons, nor take their daughters for their sons, because the
Canaanites would turn them from following the Lord and would
seduce them to serve other gods. God clearly shows through the Old
Testament that one should look for a marriage partner among the
Lord’s people. One cannot look for a wife or a hushand among
unbelievers. The greatest problem with going after unbelievers is that
the other person may turn one away from the Lord to serve other gods.
It is easy for wives to follow their husbands to worship idols. It is also
easy for hushands to follow their wives to worship idols. Since both
are married, it is very easy for one to follow the other to worship other
gods.

Joshua 23:12-13 warns the Israelites against marrying the people of
the land. They were warned that the latter would become snares and
thorns in their eyes. Their wives or their husbands would become their
thorns, and they would be ensnared.

At the time of Nehemiah, the Israelites returned from captivity to the
land of Judah. Many had married Gentile wives and could not speak
the Hebrew language. Nehemiah charged them in 13:23-27 to sever
all ties with the Gentile women and not to have any dealings with them.
Here we see a basic problem in marrying a Gentile woman: Sooner or
later the children will follow the mother and not follow the father to
serve God. If you marry a Gentile, your children will easily follow your
Gentile partner and go into the world. This is quite a problem.

Malachi 2:11 shows us that the Israelites committed treacherous sins
and profaned the holiness of God because they took Gentiles to be
their wives. In God's sight, marrying a Gentile woman is to profane the
holiness of God. Hence, Christians should look for marriage partners
only among the believers.

We can also take warnings from the failure of Solomon. Solomon was
the wisest king, yet he fell into idolatry through marrying Gentile
women.

Note: This content is extracted from CWWN, Vol. 49, Messages for Building
Up New Believers (2), Chapter 30, MARRIAGE, by Watchman Nee, published
by Living Stream Ministry, available at http://www.ministrybooks.org.
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