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November 14, 2021
Please pray: 21 # 10am-12pm: Lord’s Table & Prophesying
# Pray for various local needs, including saints in Montreal, November meetings
contacts, and those in need of care and shepherding. LorD’s DAY
Weekly Readings
PRAYER

# Holy Bible Recovery Version with footnotes: Neh 9:1 — Esth

3:15

# HWMR: Crystallization-study of Job, Proverbs, and

Ecclesiastes, week 4

Announcements

# The 2021 December Semiannual Training will be

held December 20-25. Due to the current situation
with COVID-19, only the video training will be
available. The registration donation is $155
CAD. Please contact your district serving one to
register. Registration deadline is December 1.

Please consider before the Lord carefully and provide us with
the prayer burdens before Saturday of every week. Please
send the prayer burdens to Allan Y. His email address
is allan.yeow81@gmail.com. Note that due to limited space on
the newsletter, we may not be able to put all the prayer
burdens that are sent to us. May the Lord teach us how to

pray for the advancement of His Economy.

Upcoming Events

# November 25-28: International Thanksgiving Weekend
Conference
# December 20-25: Semiannual Training

The church website lists more events

This Week’s Activities

14 # 10am-12pm: Lord’s Table & Prophesying

November meetings

LORD’S DAY

15 L4

Monday

16 # 7:30-9:00pm: English/French/Chinese

Tuesday prayer meetings by districts via conference
calls

17 £

Wednesday

18 £

Thursday

19 # 6:30-9:00pm: Various Home Meetings

Friday (English/French/Chinese) via Zoom

20 £

Saturday

Scripture Reading: John 16:24; James 4:2-3; Luke 11:9-10; Psa.
66:18; Mark 11:24; Luke 18:1-8

II. CONDITIONS FOR PRAYERS BEING ANSWERED

In the Bible we can see many conditions for having
prayers answered, but only a few of them are basic. We believe
that if we meet these few conditions, our prayers will be
answered. These few conditions are equally applicable to those
who have prayed for many years. These are very basic
conditions, and we should pay attention to them.

A. Asking

All prayers should be genuine petitions before God.
After a brother was saved, he prayed every day. One day a
sister asked him, "Has God ever listened to your prayer?" He
was surprised. To him prayer was just prayer; why did anyone
have to bother about whether or not they were answered? From
that time on, whenever he prayed, he asked God to answer his
prayer. He began to consider how many of his prayers were
answered. He discovered that his prayers were quite vague and
capricious. It did not matter whether God answered them, and
it did not matter whether God ignored them. They were like
prayers to God for the sun to rise the next day; the sun would
rise whether or not he prayed. He had been a Christian for a
year, yet none of his prayers were answered. All that time he
had been just kneeling and muttering words. He could not
pinpoint what he had asked for. This amounted to not having
asked for anything at all.

The Lord says, "Knock and it shall be opened to you"
(Matt. 7:7). If what you are knocking on is just the wall, the Lord
will not open the wall to you. But if you indeed are knocking on
the door, the Lord will surely open the door to you. If you ask to
goin as well, the Lord will surely let you in. The Lord said, "Seek
and you shall find" (v. 7). Suppose that there are many things
here. Which one do you want? You must ask for at least one
thing. You cannot say that anything will do. God wants to know
what you specifically want and what you specifically are asking
for. Only then can He give it to you. Hence, to ask means to
demand something specific. We have to ask. This is what it
means to seek and to knock. Suppose you want something
from your father today. You have to ask for the specific thing
you want. If you go to a pharmacy for medicine, you must say

r http://churchinmontreal.ca #7 news@churchinmontreal.ca gg 3201 rue Hochelaga, H1W 1G7 [Epréfontaine & (514) 362-9794
© To subscribe to the e-mail version of the newsletter, send an e-mail to churchinmontrealnewsletter+subscribe@googlegroups.com  page 1




CHURCH IN MONTREAL WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

November 14, 2021

exactly what medicine you want. If you go to a market to purchase
vegetables, you must say what vegetables you want. It is strange
that people can come to the Lord without saying what they want.
This is why the Lord says that we need to ask and ask specifically.
The problem with us is that we do not ask. The hindrance is on our
side. In our prayers we need to speak what we need and what we
want. Do not pray an all-inclusive prayer in a frivolous way, caring
little whether or not it is answered.

A new believer needs to learn to pray. He needs to pray
with a specific goal in mind. "You do not have because you do not
ask" (James 4:2). Many people go through the motion of prayer
without asking for anything. It is useless to spend an hour or two
hours or even eight or ten days before the Lord without asking for
anything. You need to learn to ask for something; you need to
knock, really knock hard, at a door. Once you clearly identify the
entrance and seek to go in, knock hard at the door. When you seek
something specific, you will not be satisfied with just anything; you
want that particular thing. Do not be like some brothers and sisters
who stand up in the meeting to pray for twenty minutes or half an
hour without knowing what they want. It is strange that many
people have long prayers that do not ask for anything.

You must learn to be specific with your prayer. You should
know when God has answered your prayers and when He has not
answered your prayers. If it makes no difference to you whether or
not God answers your prayers, it will be hard for you to effectively
pray to Him if you come across a difficulty in the future. Empty
prayers will not be effectual in times of need. If prayers are empty
when needs are specific, one cannot expect any solution for the
problem. Only specific prayers can deal with specific problems.

Note: The content is extracted from New Believers Series: #9, Reading
the Bible by Watchman Nee, published by Living Stream Ministry,
available at http://www.ministrybooks.org/alphabetical.cfm.
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