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Pray for: 

� Lord’s move in Isreal; The saints graduating from the 
language study as they begin contacting Israelis; 
Citizenship approval for last migrating family in Tel Aviv; 
Petition for our co-worker brother to get his long-term visa; 
to uphold and support the Russian-speaking saints in the 
Video Training; to uphold and support those laboring on 
the tour company for Spring Conference/Tour 

� BfC bible distribution; the practical arrangements of 
hospitality, transportation and distribution places; that the 
Lord lead more seeking ones to these distributions; the 
enemy be bound so the saints can be released to 
participate. 

� That the college/university age, the teen-agers, and the 
children meeting with the church in Montreal would grow 
to love the Lord and pursue Him. 

� That full-timers would receive the burden from the Lord 
and the fellowship in the Body to migrate to Montreal; for 
various saints from the US, Canada, and Latin America 
who are considering migrating here to work or study. 

� Raising up of vital groups in the church in Montreal in all 
the languages; that all the saints would rise up to live 
vitally with vital companions for prayer, gospel preaching, 
shepherding, and pursuing the truth. 

Weekly Readings 

� New Testament Recovery Version with footnotes:  
Week 11, Matt 25:31 – Matt 27:26 

� HWMR: The Gospel of God, Vol. 1, Week 3 

 
Announcements 

� The 2010 International Chinese-speaking Conference will 

be held February 12 through February 14 at the LSM 

campus in Anaheim.  There will be translation and a 

limited amount of hospitality.  Registration deadline is 

January 31, 2010 

� We are looking for saints that can offer hospitality during 

the BfC bible distribution that will be held from January 23 

to February 5. Anyone that has the heart to open their 

home during this period for hospitality should contact 

brother Charles.  During the days when there is 

distribution, saints are encouraged to sign-up.  The sign-

up sheet and the distribution schedule will be in the 

bookroom. 

 

Lord’s Day Lunch Clean-up Schedule 

January  
17 

� Chinese (North, South, West) 

24 � English 

31 � Chinese (East, Central) 

February 
7 

� French/Spanish/College  

 

Upcoming Events 

� 2010, January 23 to February 8, Montreal, BfC distribution 

� February 6, 2010, Montreal: BfC bible seminar 

� February 12 – 14, Anaheim: 2010 International Chinese-

speaking Conference 

� March 19 – 21, Belleville, ON: YWS/College Conference 

 

This Week’s Activities 

JANUARY 

17 
Lord’s Day 

� 10:00am to 12:15pm, Meeting hall: 
Lord’s table and prophesying meetings 

� 12:30pm to 1:30pm, Meeting hall: Love 
feast 

18 

Monday 
�  

19 
Tuesday 

� 7:00pm, Meeting hall: Prayer meeting 
by district in various homes 

20 
Wednesday 

�  

21 
Thursday 

� 10:00am, Meeting hall: Chinese 
speaking pursuing meeting 

22 
Friday 

� Evening: Various home meetings 
(English / French / Chinese) 

23 

Saturday  
� 6:00pm to 9:00pm, Meeting hall: Young 

people meeting 

 
 
PRAYER 
 
Scripture Reading: John 16:24; James 4:2-3; Luke 11:9-10; 
Psa. 66:18; Mark 11:24; Luke 18:1-8 
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II. CONDITIONS FOR PRAYERS BEING ANSWERED 
 
D. Believing 
 
3. The Lord's Act—God Has Done (cont) 
 
When new believers learn to pray, they should pray in two 
stages. In the first stage they should pray until they receive a 
promise. They should pray until they receive God's word. All 
prayers begin by asking God for something. Such prayers can 
continue for a period of time, sometimes lasting for three to five 
years. One needs to keep asking. Some prayers are answered 
quickly, while other prayers continue to go unanswered for 
years. This is the period of time when one needs to continue to 
ask. The second stage begins from the time one receives a 
promise and extends to the time the promise is realized. It 
begins from the time one receives God's word and extends to 
the time His word is fulfilled. This stage is not for praying, but 
for praising. In the first stage one prays, but in the second 
stage one praises. In the first stage he prays until he receives 
a word. In the second stage he praises the Lord continuously 
until the word is fulfilled. This is the secret to prayer. 
 
Some people only know two points about prayer: First, they 
pray on their knees for what they do not have, and second, 
they have it; God has given it to them. Suppose I ask for a 
watch from the Lord, and after a few days the Lord gives me a 
watch. There are only two events: being without something and 
having something. Some do not realize that there is another 
event in between these two—the event of faith. Suppose I pray 
for a watch and one day say, "Thank God, He has already 
heard my prayer." Although my hands are still empty, I am 
clear within that I already have the watch. Indeed, after a few 
days the watch arrives. We cannot be concerned with just two 
events: not having and then having. We must be concerned 
with a third event—an additional event between not having and 
having, in which God gives us a promise, and then we believe 
and rejoice over it. Perhaps we have to wait three days before 
we actually receive the watch. But in our spirit, we received it 
three days ago already. A Christian should experience this kind 
of receiving in the spirit. If a person never experiences this kind 
of receiving in the spirit, he does not have faith. 
 
We hope that new believers will know what faith is, and we 
hope that they will learn to pray. Perhaps, you have prayed 
continually for three or five days, a month, or even a year, and 
still your hands are empty. But deep in your heart, you have a 
little assurance that the matter will eventually be accomplished. 
At that time you should begin to praise God. You should 
continue praising Him until you have received the thing in your 

hand. Simply put, the first stage is to pray from nothing to 
having faith, and the second stage is to praise from having 
faith to actually receiving. 
 
Why should we divide our prayers into these two stages? 
Suppose a person prays from having nothing to having faith. If 
he continues to pray, he may lose his faith. Once a person has 
acquired faith, he should begin praising. If he continues to pray, 
he may pray away his faith and not receive anything in the end. 
"You will have it" is an actual having in the hands, while "you 
have received it" is a having in the spirit. If the faith is already 
there, but the things have not materialized, one has to remind 
God with praise; he should not try to remind Him with prayer. If 
God has said that He will give us something, what else do we 
need to say? If we have the inward assurance that "we have 
received it," what more do we need to pray for? Many 
Christians have the experience that as soon as their prayer 
strikes faith, they can no longer continue to pray. They can 
only say, "Lord! I praise You." They have to keep their faith and 
praise, "Lord! I praise You. You have heard my prayer. I praise 
You because You answered my prayer a month ago." If you do 
this, you will receive. Unfortunately, some people do not have 
the knowledge. God has already promised them something, 
yet they still pray. In the end their prayer drives away their faith. 
This is a great loss. 
 
The word in Mark 11:24 is too precious. In the whole New 
Testament, we cannot find another passage that explains faith 
as clearly as this one. "All things that you pray and ask, believe 
that you have received them, and you will have them." If a 
person sees this, he will know what prayer really is, and prayer 
will be a powerful tool in his hands. 
 

Note: The content is extracted from New Believers Series #11, by Watchman Nee 


